DEBATE: Can War Be Morally Justified?

We ask ourselves, “Are there circumstances which justify the use of force by nation-states?”; “Can war be morally justified?” And, if we can truly believe that, on some occasions, war can be morally justified, then we must ask ourselves, “How much force is justified?” Our research group will prove that, if the causes and purposes of a war are objectively right and do not depend on people's feelings, then the causes and purposes of that war are morally justified. Additionally, we will prove that, if the cause and purposes of a war are morally justified, then on some occasions, war is morally justified. 

The other research group will attempt to prove that all wars are morally unjustifiable by enumerating the destruction which warfare visits upon mankind and attempting to prove that there cannot be a moral control over the employment of forceful means. However, we concede that war in and of itself is bad—killing of the innocent, the destruction of culture, untold cost to the future of humanity in the lives of people and the resources expended in a war—and because we agree that the these terrible effects of war are bad, then there is no reason for debate on these premises; therefore, these premises are irrelevant.

To rephrase the argument we can state, if prosecution of a war upholds the highest values of our civilization as they have been expressed over history, then that particular war can be morally justified. And, if our refusal to go to war would result in far greater death and destruction, then our participation in that particular war can be morally justified.

Can we prove that one war was morally justified and thus prove that, on some occasions, war can be morally justified. In order to bring the argument into an actual historical perspective, I will prove that the causes and purposes of the American Revolutionary War were morally justified; thus the American Revolutionary War was morally justified; and on this occasion, war was morally justified.

Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence as a philosophical treatise on the moral reasons for prosecuting a war of rebellion against the British crown. In my opinion, it is one of the greatest documents in history. He began by stating, "WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary. . .to declare the causes which impel them to the Separation. And then he states, "WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness." Thomas Jefferson then went on to enumerate the crimes committed against the American people by the tyrant, King George III. He, King George III, dissolved Representative Houses; obstructed the Administration of Justice; cut off Trade with all Parts of the World; imposed Taxes without Consent; deprived the Benefits of Trial by Jury; plundered Seas, ravaged Coasts, burned Towns, and destroyed the Lives of People; and completed Tyranny. Acts which are unworthy of the Head of a civilized Nation. 

And on these the strength of these premises, I believe that the causes and purposes of the American Revolutionary War were morally justified; therefore, the American Revolutionary War was morally justified.

My Arguments:

1a.
Major Argument

c:
Causes and purposes are objectively right

t:
Causes and purposes are not dependent on what people think

j:
Cause and purposes are morally justified

(c ^ t) -> j
If the causes and purposes are objectively right and not dependent on what 

c ^ t____

people think,

( j

then the causes and purposes are morally justified.

1b.
j:
Causes and purposes are morally justified

w:
On some occasions, war is morally justified

j -> w

If the causes and purposes are morally justified,

j____

( w

then, on some occasions, War is morally justified.

2a.
Refuting the Oppositions Position: War Effects are Irrelevant to this Debate

r:
Results of a war are good

j:
That particular war is morally justified

~r -> ~j
If the results of a war are bad,

~r____

( ~j

then that particular war is not morally justified.

2b.
a:
We disagree that war, in and of itself, is bad

d:
There is reason for debate in this premise

~a -> ~d
If both research groups agree that War, in and of itself, is bad,

~a____

( ~d

then there is no reason for debate on this premise.

3a.
Rephrase the Argument: 

v:
Prosecution of a war upholds the highest values of civilization

m:
That war is morally justified

v -> m

If prosecution of a war upholds the highest values of civilization,

v____


( m 

then that war is morally justified.

3b.
p:
Prosecution of a war results in less death and destruction

m:
That war is morally justified

p -> m

If prosecution of a war results in less death and destruction,

(If killing some stops the killing of many)

p____

(If destroying some stops the destruction of much)
( m

then that war is morally justified.

4a.
Can one war be Morally Justified?

o:
One war can be morally justified

j:
On some occasions, war can be morally justified

o -> j

If one war can be morally justified,

o____

( j

then, on some occasions, war can be morally justified

4b.
c:
Causes and purposes of the American Revolution were just

j:
The American Revolutionary War was a morally justifiable War

c -> j

If the causes and purposes of the American Revolution were just,

c____

( j

then the American Revolutionary War was a morally justifiable war.
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