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1.     Key Provisions of the New Peace Plan, Reuters, 11/21/95, found on the World Wide Web.  This article lists the key provisions of the Dayton Peace Accord to end the hostilities in Bosnia and includes maps of the political divisions and NATO troop dispositions.

2.    Voices From Sarajevo, Bosnia Action Coalition, April 1995, found on the World Wide Web.  This article is a collection of comments from the people of Sarajevo who had survived the siege to that point.  The articles are enthralling, however, several comments caught my attention: “I feel like an animal.”; “We are tires of ourselves.”; and “I won’t be alive when it’s over.”.

3.    Into a City of Suffering, Middlesex News, 4/14/96, found on the World Wide Web.  This article was written by a British ham- radio operator who remained in contact with residents of Sarajevo during the siege.  It is about her journey to the city in 1996 to meet the people that were on the other end of their desperate radio communications.  Even after the lifting of the siege, she describes Sarajevo as “a place just tentatively emerging from hell”.

4.    We Still Believing in Living Together, New York Times Bosnia Internet Forum, 8/19/96.  This article is a direct response to Serb nationalist propaganda that denied their responsibility for the siege of Sarajevo.  It was written by Vanja Filipovic, a 20-year-old Bosnian now living in the US.  She cites evidence that proves that Serbs shelled and burned the city of Sarajevo.  What is most notable is that she ends the essay by stating: “No one...can tell me who I can live with and who I cannot.” and “The people will win over the nationalist psychopaths.”

5.    Tipping the Bosnian Balance, The Christian Science Monitor, 9/26/97.  This article states that US military aid to the Bosnian Federal Army is tipping the balance of power in Bosnia-Hercegovina.  Previously the Serbs held the advantage in weaponry and the Bosnians held the advantage in manpower.  However, with the implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord, the US is arming the Bosnian Army and their Croatian allies in the Bosnian Confederation with technologically superior American weapons and actively training the Bosnian Army to use them.  Because of this, the Bosnians may try to take the Serb sectors of Bosnia by force once the 

NATO peace-keeping forces are withdrawn.

6.    Why Troops Won’t Be Coming Home, The Christian Science Monitor, 12/19/97.  This article discusses President Clinton’s decision to extend the US military mission in Bosnia beyond the departure date of June 1998 that was prescribed in the Dayton Peace Accord.  Mr. Clinton is quoted as saying that the “progress [in Bosnia] is unmistakable...but it is not irreversible.”

7.    This Week in Bosnia-Hercegovina, This Week in Bosnia-Hercegovina, 12/21/97, found on the World Wide Web.  This is a compilation of news stories from Bosnia during December 1997.  Articles included in this edition are: arrests of Serbs for War Crimes; President Clinton’s visit; and arrests of Islamic militants from “foreign countries” for terrorist acts against Catholics and NATO troops in central Bosnia.

8.    A Bosnian Christmas Story, US News & World Report, 12/22/97.  This article is about LTC Mark Littel  (my friend and previously the Squadron Executive Officer of 1/7 Cav) and his E-mail request to 50 of his friends to send aid to Bosnia to make life a little better for the children during Christmas.  The message was bounced all over the Internet and tons of gifts and supplies came pouring in to the American controlled sector which is a Serb controlled sector.  A Bosnian Serb radio station manager wrote: “This American humanitarian effort Serbs have never experienced before, and I think that this was the right way to make America closer to our people.”.

9.    Clinton Has a Big Job Selling Congress on Bosnia, The Christian Science Monitor, 12/26/97.  This article states that President Clinton will have difficulty getting Congress to approve continuing funding for the US military to stay indefinitely in Bosnia.  Also House Speaker Newt Gingrich has “warned that Bosnia could easily become a Viet-Nam like quagmire”.

10.     American Efforts in Vain, Police vs Moral Responsibility, Keep Helping, Why Bosnia?; Bosnia Feedback; found on the World Wide Web.  These are four personal opinions about American military involvement in Bosnia.  Notable quotes: From a US Army National Guardsman, “American intervention in the Balkans is a mistake.”.  From a Bosnian student living in Sweden, “But if they (SFOR troops) don’t stay long enough with they (sic) troops in Bosnia, the Peace is HISTORY!!!!”.

11.    It’s Tricky Going In and Trickier Getting Out,  US News & World Report, 12/29/97.  This article is about American military involvement in Iraq and Bosnia.  The title says it all.

12.    This Week in Bosnia-Hercegovina, This Week in Bosnia-Hercegovina, 2/10/98, found on the World Wide Web.  This is a compilation of news stories from Bosnia during February 1998.  Articles included in this edition are: arrest of a self styled Serb “Adolf Hitler” for War Crimes; the imposition of a new National Flag by the U.N. High Representative; and attacks by Croats and Serbs on Muslims attempting to return to their previous homes in accordance with the Dayton Peace Accord.

13.    NATO: Force Staying in Bosnia After June, Reuters, 2/18/98, found on the World Wide Web.  This article is about the announcement by NATO Secretary General Javier Solana that NATO forces will stay in Bosnia beyond their June 1998 pullout date.

14.    Serbia Gives Europe One More Nightmare, US News & World Report, 3/16/98.  This article discusses Serbian atrocities in Kosovo against the ethnic Albanian majority.  The article states that if hostilities continue, Albania, Macedonia, and Turkey may fight to defend the ethnic Albanians in Kosovo and Greece may fight with their ally Serbia.  It also states that “US policy toward Kosovo has been a failure.”

Conclusion: This literary review traces the history of American military involvement in Bosnia from the inception of the Dayton Peace Accord to the present.  As I delved deeper in my research, I found articles and photographs that I found personally offensive–wanton destruction of cultural centers, churches, and mosques; women lying on hospitals after aborting babies that were conceived through rape; Serb death camps; and systematic, wholesale murder of innocent civilians in the name of “ethnic cleansing.”  The term genocide comes to mind.  My personal opinion is that the current US policy in Bosnia is reasonable; however, we should have stopped the killing earlier.  Perhaps we should do more to arrest and prosecute war criminals.  But most of all, we must prevent continued ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and the remaining provinces of Yugoslavia–Kosovo and Montenegro.  It is a wonder that the Muslim World has not come to fight in Bosnia and the Balkans.  If hostilities continue, the entire Balkans might explode into a war between Catholic Western Europe, Orthodox Eastern Europe, and the Muslim Middle East.  That would be a war that no one would win.

