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From the time of St. Peter there has not been a pontificate so unfortunate as mine. How I regret the past! Pray for me.
(Pope Paul IV as he lay dying in 1559)


In 1550 as northern Europe was in the thrall of the Reformation and disunity was rampant among the remaining Catholic nations, the future looked bleak for the Church. Many senior officials could not imagine how they were going to hold back the seeming ever-growing tide of Protestantism much less win back the Church's losses of the previous twenty or so years. Cardinal Morone, witness to Pope Paul IV's death, was quoted as stating that "there was no hope."
 Many despaired that, without Divine intervention, all could be lost.

The Reformation and the ongoing Catholic Reformation:

Zwingli, Luther, and Calvin saw improprieties in the activities of the Catholic Church; among these were excesses of the sale of indulgences (payment of money to expiate sin), simony (the selling of offices), and pluralism (the holding of more than one church office at a time). An appropriate Catholic perspective would have been 

to denounce the abuses but not the Church as a whole. Could these men have made their point within boundaries accepted by the Church? After the Diet of Worms in 1521, Luther had moved out of the bounds of the Catholic Church, denying papal or council authority and refusing to recant. The fight was on.

The heart of the Reformation was not just disagreement but separation; reformation had become revolution; and disagreement would grow into open warfare. Taking what they liked from Catholicism, Luther and his followers created a new orthodoxy, departing from the Church, establishing a new religion which was nominally Catholic, propping themselves up as authorities on salvation. Even worse, Zwingli and then Calvin departed not just in form but in content, denying salvation by faith and preaching double predestination--God's chosen elect who go to heaven and all else condemned to hell.
The Catholic Counter-Reformation:

With our historical perspective, we understand that the Church was continually in a process of reformation since its beginnings; and Martin Luther started out as a Catholic reformer. But beginning with the Peasant's War (1524-1526) and intermittently through the seventeenth century, reformation degenerated into open warfare. The Catholic Church won and then lost and then won back territories in Central Europe; with the ebb and flow of the conflict, not much was gained. Many European states beyond Iberia and Italy had fallen away from the Church and accepted Protestantism. How was the Church going to bring them back to the fold?

Within the Holy Roman Empire, after the Peace of Augsburg in 1555, each local prince was authorized to require his subjects to worship his chosen religion under the principle of cuius regio, eius religio.
 German and Eastern European princes were attracted to Lutheranism because of the separation of civil and ecclesiastic authority–the what’s in it for me principle. However, in contrast to Catholicism's reliance on clergy, Lutheranism stressed the necessity to read and understand the scriptures. Literacy, which had not previously been needed, was now required for these German princelings to practice Lutheranism. There was now the onus to learn to read and write to be able to understand and interpret the scriptures as Luther stipulated. And of course, it would be necessary to have their children tutored. Who were the best trained tutors in Europe? The Jesuits.

Storm Troopers for Jesus:

One of my favorite words is Jesuitical. A common meaning which was taught to me comes from a friend who had either the fortune or misfortune of studying under the Jesuits, depending on your point of view. He said that Jesuitical means “to deceive by treachery.”

The source of the word is from Jesuits, the Society of Jesus, which was founded by St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), a former Spanish soldier. The Jesuits were a Roman Catholic religious order set up along the lines of a military unit. Their primary oath was loyalty to the Church and specifically to the Pope. Their primary purpose was to educate the world in Catholicism. It is important to note that the Jesuits were not created as a reaction to the Reformation as many believe. St. Ignatius' original intention was to convert Muslims and even set out toward Palestine with his followers; however, problems with the Turks forced the Company of Jesus' return to Rome in 1537 after waiting several months in Venice.
 Upon completing a series of works in Rome, the Society of Jesus was commissioned by Pope Paul III in 1540 to spread the Gospel to all the world. And, they spread the Gospel even into the New World and Japan and India and Africa by 1550.

One of the keys to the Jesuit’s success was their scholarship and their commitment to the cause. A Jesuit, even to today, will learn the language of a country and immerse himself in their culture to become most knowledgeable of the local people before undertaking his true mission: proselytization. Jesuits are credited with establishing schools designed as training centers for postulants. "Gradually the fame of the Jesuits as teachers spread, and they were asked to take over the directions of existing universities. . . .Through this activity they assured the recovery and expansion of the Catholic religion in formerly doubtful territory."
 
My friend gets the common definition of Jesuitical which we both like from the Jesuit’s mission in Protestant Europe. In accordance with the Jesuit's commission to spread the Gospel, their missionaries were initially sent to pagan lands or to Catholic countries; however, many were sent to Protestant countries by special request of the Pope and even to Germany at the request of the ambassador from the Holy Roman Empire.
 And, the secret army of the Counter-Reformation was off to war.

In between teaching math and science and reading and writing, Jesuits managed to teach Catholicism to the young and impressionable children of European aristocracy; and their influence was exceptional. Their method was treachery; working in the guise of academicians, they subverted their student’s allegiances to Lutheranism or Calvinism and converted them to Catholicism. And of course, the parents of the students were deceived.  The end result was treason–the youth now owed his or her salvation to the Roman Catholic Church, the nemesis of their parent’s church and their parent's political alliances. When these princelings rose to power, they were Roman Catholic. As the policy of cuius regio, eius religio gave these lands to Lutherans in the previous generations, it now gave these lands back to the Catholic Church because, for the most part, these Jesuit tutored princelings reinstated the Roman Catholic Church as their state’s religion.

Conclusion:

The Jesuits have been described as the "advance guard of the Church."
 They are greatly responsible for the Roman Catholic Church’s existence in Central Europe today. “Within Europe, the Jesuits brought southern Germany and much of Eastern Europe back to Catholicism.”
 And, I believe that the Jesuits almost succeeded in England and Scotland.

As King Henry VIII waged his personal struggle with the Pope over his intended annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, England began to drift from the Catholic Church. Henry VIII's declaration of himself as head of the Church in England and divorcing his wife precipitated England's road to Protestantism.

With Henry VIII's death and the death of his only son, Edward VI, Mary Tudor assumed the throne. Mary attempted to return England to the Church and is credited as being the only really pious Tudor. However she failed to restore Catholicism to its original position even after marrying her cousin, Philip of Spain. "What the marriage between Mary and Philip began, the Armada was to complete. Henceforth, the national church became identical with national independence."
 With Mary's death, Elizabeth I assumed the throne and moderately pursued furthering the Church of England.

Exiled Protestant reformers including John Knox from Scotland had been influenced by Calvinists on the continent. Upon Knox's return to Scotland, Queen Mary Stuart, widow of a previous King of France and a practicing Catholic, fled to England to seek safety with her cousin, Elizabeth I of England. What she got was detention in the Tower of London and her death instead, as Mary Stuart had been a viable Catholic candidate for the English throne and, therefore, a threat.

Both Mary Tudor and Mary Stuart were Catholic Queens who attempted to reinstate the Roman Catholic Church within their realms. I have sought to prove that they were taught by Jesuits, however, to no avail. Despite my failure to prove my point, I still believe that had “Bloody Mary” lived, Elizabeth would not have killed her cousin, Mary Queen of Scots; assumed both of the thrones of England and Scotland; and the Church of England and Scottish Calvinism might have withered on the vine.
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