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Journal Response: Pre-operational/ Concrete Operational Observation

Child: Anna Stamer





Age: 7

	Task
	Procedure
	Response
	Evaluation

	Classification
	Dumped an assortment of coins on the table that totaled $1.25. Requested that she sort the coins.
	All coins were sorted by value. When asked why do it that way, she responded, "That's how you do it."
	Concrete operational

	Conservation (Liquid)
	Filled a short, wide clear container with water. Poured the contents into a more narrow, taller container in her presence.
	She stated that both containers had the exact same amount of liquid. When asked why, she stated, "Duh!"
	Concrete operational

	Conservation (Mass)
	Presented two identical sheets of paper. Wadded one sheet up in her presence.
	She stated that both pieces of paper had the same "amount of paper."
	Concrete operational

	Conservation (Number)
	Arranged 8 coins in a row. Then, spaced out coins into a group of five and then a group of two and then a single coin.
	She stated that both arrangements had the same number of coins.
	Concrete operational

	Conservation (Length)
	Placed two chopsticks side-by-side. Pushed one chopstick forward by two inches.
	She stated that both chopsticks were of identical length.
	Concrete operational

	Concept of Number
	Arranged 3 dimes and 5 pennies in a line and asked her to count them.
	She pointed to each coin and counted silently. She stated, "35 cents." When asked her how many coins, she responded, "Eight."
	Concrete operational

	Seriation
	Dumped five toothpicks which were cut to different lengths on the table. Requested that she put them in order.
	Observed her measure each toothpick against the rest, placing them in order from largest to smallest.
	Concrete operational

	Spatial Relations
	Requested that she draw things that she saw in the room.
	She sat at the table, looking through the sliding door into the back yard. Her drawing effectively represents a depiction of her perspective of the room with a moderate sense of proportion.
	Concrete operational

	Digit Span
	Prepared a list of numbers which started with 3 digits, ending with 8 digits. Recited the list in a flat, monotone voice.
	She managed to recite the number with 5 digits, but not the number with 6 digits; even though, I provided two opportunities.
	Pre-operational

	Metaphor
	Requested that she explain the meaning of a sentence. Recited, "She was crying crocodile tears."

Recited, "It was music to my ears."
	She burst into infectious laughter at the first recitation. She laughed even harder at the second recitation. She never attempted to explain the meaning of the phrases.
	Pre-operational


Conclusion:

Anna is a precocious young girl with an active sense of humor, and I have known her since she was a babe-in-arms. Anna demonstrated a functional understanding of all four conservation skills along with other skills tested in this observation; therefore, I would classify her as concrete operational. Of note, Anna's mother is an elementary teacher and her father is an engineer. Also, one of her older brothers is an Ambrose graduate with an English/Secondary Education degree.  Evidently, she benefits from exposure to her older siblings and a highly interactive home environment. Also, she was a joy to work with.

