LESSON PLAN
TO:

Dr. Ristow

FROM:
Charles Lewis

DATE:
March 21, 2001

RE:

Inclusive Strategy for 8th Grade American Studies:
Recitation of the Preamble to the Constitution

GOAL: To provide students with a strategy for committing passages to memory and to provide experience in oral recitation

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to recite the Preamble to the Constitution, achieving as many correct words as possible in sequence. Thirty-seven out of fifty-two correct words in sequence is the minimum standard.

MATERIALS USED: Copy of the Constitution from the text; a gorilla mask

ACCOMMODATIONS: The beginning letter of each line to the preamble is posted on the chalkboard and available to all students. Special education students will be afforded use of a copy of Appendix A (Preamble to the Constitution Strategy Guide). Additionally, any special education student may request to recite for the special education teacher on a one-to-one basis in compliance with IEPs.

LESSON SEQUENCE:

1. Preparation: Students have been provided the assignment one week in advance.

2. Classroom Setup: The first letter of each line is written vertically on the chalkboard.
3. Testing:
a. Volunteers will be solicited.

b. All students will be provided three attempts if time allows.

c. Once the pool of volunteers is exhausted, students will be called in alphabetical order.

d. Should time allow, students will be offered an opportunity for extra-credit to raise their score by reciting the preamble again while wearing a gorilla mask. (Learning should be fun.)

Appendix A: Preamble to the Constitution Strategy Guide

Name ________________________






____________












        52 Points

W  _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ , (breath)

I     _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ , (breath)

E    _____ , (breath)

E    _____   _____ , (breath)

P    _____   _____   _____   _____ , (breath)

P    _____   _____   _____ , (breath)

A   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ , (breath)

D   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ .

· Depending on the level of ability, the entire first word and more difficult words–tranquility, posterity, ordain–can be provided on the strategy sheet to provide reference points during the recitation.

· Of note, I used this sheet while working with a student on the final day available to complete the recitation. Asking him if he was ready, he said that he couldn't do it. Having previously worked with him in another class, I knew that he could complete the recitation if he had a strategy. After several minutes of one-on-one practice, the student volunteered and managed to recite 50 out of the 52 words in sequence. Strategies work.










