MEMORANDUM

TO:

Joan Anderson

FROM:
Charles E. Lewis

DATE:
November 10, 2002 (Just a little late)
SUBJECT:
Journal #3

What did you do this month? 
Week 7:  Began World War I Unit in American History.
Week 8: Taught Peloponnesian War subunit in World History. Continued WWI unit in American History.
Week 9: Completed WWI unit in American History. Concentrated on grading all materials remaining to compile Quarter grades.
Week 10: Provided oral presentation of ITEDs in Special Education Department. Participated in a Mock Interview with Mr. Thompson, Vice Principal of BHS. Completed unit preparation for Crime Unit (C.J.) and Middle Ages Unit (W.H.).
What parents did you interact with this month? None. First, nothing in the classroom has demanded my contacting parents. And to my knowledge, few parents are in contact with Mrs. Effland. I could be wrong.
How did you interact with them? N/A
What type of student was the most difficult for you to work with or interact? Behavior Disabled students present daily challenges. Even Mrs. Effland commented that the presence of one particular student changed the classroom dynamic. And, this is true.

Why? The challenge is to be constant, consistent, and fair. Ask a student a question; ask a BD student to put their chair down. Ask a second student a question; ask the same BD student to go back to his seat. Ask a third student a question; ask the same BD student to put their chair down. And, so it goes.
How did you become more at ease in working with such a student? Regular interaction promotes familiarity and credibility. Because I am in the classroom everyday, the BD students know I will not hesitate to provide assistance and/or require acceptable behavior. The difficulty would be coming into the classroom as a substitute. I think some of these students would “tee off” on someone not prepared for their shenanigans.
What was something you did this month that you were particularly proud to mention? Speaking at the Voter Assembly.
Why? Being asked by the principal to speak at the assembly shows that they believe I have something valuable to contribute above and beyond my qualifications from the Teacher Preparation Program. They wanted me to speak from my perspective as a veteran and an educator.
What was you biggest mistake of the month? At the end of the quarter, I had not ensured that all students had the opportunity to complete all assignments. The problem is that some of our students simply will not complete some assignments. When confronted with the infamous question, “Where is it?” some students reply, “I threw it away.” Both Mrs. Effland and I had to go back to the grade book and cross-reference missing assignments against absences. Those students who were not present for the exercise were annotated as excused. And, the others had to pay the price.
What did you learn from it? Label all materials for each class with the names of the students who are absent, and place those materials in a separate folder to ensure delivery.
What is your current impression of your cooperating teacher? Mrs. Effland is exceptional.
Why do you have this impression? Consistency and fairness.
Is there anything we need to discuss? No.
