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“Storm Troopers for Jesus”

One of my favorite words is Jesuitical. The common meaning that was taught to me comes from a friend who had either the fortune or misfortune to study under the Jesuits, depending on your point of view. He said that it means “to deceive by treachery.”

The source of the word is of course from Jesuits, the Society of Jesus, which was founded by St. Ignatius Loyola, a former Spanish soldier. The Jesuits were a Roman Catholic religious order set up along the lines of a military unit. Their primary oath was of loyalty to the Church and specifically to the Pope. Their primary purpose was to educate the world in Catholicism. In 1540 as an integral part of the Counter-Reformation, the Society of Jesus was commissioned by Pope Paul III to spread the Gospel to all the world. And, they did even into the New World and Japan and India and Africa by 1550 (McKay 457).

One of the keys to the Jesuit’s success was their scholarship and their commitment to the cause. A Jesuit, even to today, will learn the language of a country and immerse himself in their culture to become most knowledgeable of the local people before undertaking their true mission of proselytization.

We get our common definition of Jesuitical from the Jesuit’s mission in Protestant Europe. Many European states beyond Iberia and Italy had fallen away from the Church and accepted Protestantism. How were the Jesuits going to bring them back to the fold?

German and Eastern European princes were attracted to Lutheranism because of the separation of civil and ecclesiastic authority—the what’s in it for me principle. There was now the onus to learn to read and write to be able to understand and interpret the scriptures as Luther stipulated. And of course, it would be necessary to have their children tutored. Who were the best trained tutors in Europe? The Jesuits.

In between teaching math and science and reading and writing, the Jesuits managed to teach Catholicism to the young and impressionable children of European aristocracy. Their influence was exceptional. Their method was treachery—working in the guise of academicians they subverted their student’s allegiances to Lutheranism and converted them to Catholicism. And of course, the parents of the students were deceived.  The end result was treason—the youths now owed their salvation to the Roman Catholic Church which was the nemesis of their parent’s church and their political alliances. When these princelings rose to the thrones of their states, they were Roman Catholic, and they reinstated the Roman Catholic Church as their state’s religion.

The Jesuits are greatly responsible for the Roman Catholic Church’s existence in Europe today. “Within Europe, the Jesuits brought southern Germany and much of Eastern Europe back to Catholicism” (McKay 457). And, they almost succeeded in England and Scotland. Both Mary Tudor and Mary Queen of Scots were Catholic Queens taught by Jesuits who reinstated the Roman Catholic Church. Had “Bloody Mary” lived, Elizabeth would not have killed her cousin, Mary Queen of Scots, assumed both thrones of England and Scotland, and the Church of England and Scottish Calvinism might have withered on the vine.

The following definitions illustrate how difficult it is to narrow this specific use of the word Jesuitical and are excerpted from The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition  © 1996 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Jes·u·it (jèzh¹¡-ît, jèz¹¡-, -y¡-) noun
1.
Roman Catholic Church. A member of the Society of Jesus, an order founded by Saint Ignatius of Loyola in 1534.
2.
Often jesuit . One given to subtle casuistry.

[French Jésuite, from Jésus, Jesus, from Late Latin Iêsus. See Jesus.]
— 
Jes´u·it¹i·cal adjective
· Jes´u·it¹i·cal·ly adverb

ca·su·ist·ry (kàzh¹¡-î-strê) noun
plural ca·sui·ist·ries
1.
Specious or excessively subtle reasoning intended to rationalize or mislead.
2.
The determination of right and wrong in questions of conduct or conscience by the application of general principles of ethics.  [From casuist.]
spe·cious (spê¹shes) adjective
1.
Having the ring of truth or plausibility but actually fallacious: a specious argument.
2.
Deceptively attractive.

[Middle English, attractive, from Latin speciosus, from speciês, appearance, from specere, to look at.]
— 
spe¹cious·ly adverb
— 
spe´ci·os¹i·ty (-shê-òs¹î-tê) or  spe¹cious·ness (-shes-nîs) noun
Usage Note: A specious argument is not simply a false one but one that has the ring of truth. Those aware of the specialized use of the word may therefore sense a certain contradiction in hearing an argument described as obviously specious or specious on the face of things; if the fallaciousness is apparent, the argument was probably not plausible-sounding to begin with.

fal·la·cious (fe-lâ¹shes) adjective
1.
Containing or based on a fallacy: a fallacious assumption.
2.
Tending to mislead; deceptive: fallacious testimony.
· fal·la¹cious·ly adverb

fal·la·cy (fàl¹e-sê) noun
plural fal·la·cies
1.
A false notion.
2.
A statement or an argument based on a false or an invalid inference.
3.
Incorrectness of reasoning or belief; erroneousness.
4.
The quality of being deceptive.
[Alteration of Middle English fallace, from Old French, from Latin fallâcia, deceit, from fallâx, fallâc-, deceitful, from fallere, to deceive.]
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